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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, EEC, JA 

SUB J : FUKUDA VISIT TO EC COMMISSION 

1 . IAPANESE PRIME MINISTER TAKEO FUKUDA VISITED 
BRUSSELS ON JULY 18-19 FOLLOWING HIS PARTICIPATION 
IN THE BONN SUMMIT MEETING. ON JULY 18, HE MET 
PRIVATELY WITH EC COMMISSION PRESIDENT ROY JENKINS 
AND LATER WITH THE REST OF THE COMMISSIONERS. AT 

A DINNER IN HIS HONOR ON JULY 18, JENKINS UNDER- 
LINED THE SYMBOLIC IMPORTANCE OF THE FUKUDA VISIT 
AS THE FIRST BY A JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER TO THE 
COMMISSION. FUKUDA, IN A PRESS CONFERENCE AND IN 
A SPEECH BEFORE THE BRUSSELS PRESS CORPS, TOOK 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO INDICATE THAT JAPAN IS MAKING 
EFFORTS TO REDUCE ITS CURRENT ACCOUNT SURPLUS BUT 
THAT THE EC AND THE US MUST ALSO DO THEIR PART. 

HE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED INFLATION AS AN DE- 
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PEDIMENT TO THE REDUCTION OF THE JAPANESE CURRENT 
ACCOUNT SURPLUS. 

2. COMMISSION DESK OFFICER FOR JAPAN INFORMS US 
THAT VISIT, COMING ON THE HEELS OF THE BONN SUMMIT, 
BROKE LITTLE NEW GROUND ON SUBSTANCE. MOST OF THE 
DISCUSSION APPARENTLY CONCENTRATED ON THE SUMMIT 
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ITSELF. SOURCE DESCRIBED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
VISIT AS BEING MERELY THE FACT THAT IT TOOK PLACE. 
HINTON 
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